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An artist's work can be brilliant in one way,
flawed in another. Emotion, thought and
technique make art. Virtuoso technique can
be impressive in itself, yet not make a
complete work.

This week there are three shows that are
technically excellent but, in some measure,
do not achieve the balance of the three
elements. In the work of Anita De Soto, at
Oedipus Rex Gallery until April 19, the
drawing is immaculate and the
representational element of the painting is
completely convincing.

The exhibition is called Pie in the Sky and gives its title to one of the
works. There are references at the top to several martyred women
saints. Eyes on a stalk is the iconography for St Lucy. A floating scarf, a
twirl of pearls and a breast on a plate is the attribute of St Agatha who
had her bosom hacked off by an executioner. Then there is a breast-
shaped glass bowl, some rocks, more pearls, a flourish of drapery, a
hand pointing down to a transparent sphere balanced on the head of a
moody dog lost in the gloom of the lower part of the painting.

Article continues below

5:00 AM Thursday Apr 10, 2008 Share 0 Email Print

T.J. McNamara

Log in | Register

LIVE CHAT with Labour's David Cunliffe. Send in your questions... read more

National World Business Sport Rugby World Cup Technology Entertainment Life & Style Travel Opinion

Motoring

Auckland, 21°15°
Change

Monday October 31, 2011 12:11 PM NZT

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/front-page-top-stories/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=698
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10762888
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10762875
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10762886
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/article.cfm?c_id=3&objectid=10762893
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10762805
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10762804
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/article.cfm?c_id=4&objectid=10762793
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/article.cfm?c_id=1501119&objectid=10762857
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10762750
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=10127/SITE=NZH/AREA=AUT.TJMCNAMARA.STY/S1=ENTERTAINMENT/S2=ARTSLITERATURE/S3=VISUALARTS/S4=ARTS/S5=NONE/HB=HOME.HOME.HOME.HOME.TJMCNAMARA/SCW=1920/SCH=1080/WLOC=none/WH=21/WL=15/WC=partly_cloudy/SS=NOTRWC/ST=NONE/GB=N/VT=NONE/VV=NONE/VP=NONE/size=RECTANGLE/SA=0/SR=0/POS=1/random=7101446691/viewid=94947966073/KEYWORD=galleries+tracing+thought+technique+arts+literature+visual+entertainment+artist+work+brilliant+way+flawed+emotion+make+art+virtuoso+impressive+complete+three+shows+technically+excellent+measure+achieve+balance+elements+anita+de+soto
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/headlines.cfm?a_id=311
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10762457
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10762457
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10760954
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10760954
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10759245
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10759245
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10757374
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10757374
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10755805
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10755805
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10753973
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10749189
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10749189
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10747747
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10747747
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10746328
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10746328
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10744885
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10744885
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/headlines.cfm?a_id=311
http://yellow.co.nz/index.jsp?utm_source=nzherald.co.nz&utm_medium=searchwidget
http://www.yellow.co.nz/search.ds?what=Aluminium Products&where=&newSearch=true&utm_source=nzherald.co.nz&utm_medium=searchwidget
http://www.yellow.co.nz/search.ds?what=Aluminium Products&where=&newSearch=true&utm_source=nzherald.co.nz&utm_medium=searchwidget
http://www.yellow.co.nz/search.ds?what=Aluminium Products&where=&newSearch=true&utm_source=nzherald.co.nz&utm_medium=searchwidget
http://www.yellow.co.nz/search.ds?what=Aluminium Products&where=&newSearch=true&utm_source=nzherald.co.nz&utm_medium=searchwidget
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/arts/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=544
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/arts-literature/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=18
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/australasia/news/headlines.cfm?l_id=4
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/new-zealand/news/headlines.cfm?l_id=71
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/visual-arts/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=355
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/ugc/?campaign_id=2
http://data.apn.co.nz/apnnz/adclick/FCID=-4/SITE=NZH/AREA=AUT.TJMCNAMARA.STY/S1=ENTERTAINMENT/S2=ARTSLITERATURE/S3=VISUALARTS/S4=ARTS/S5=NONE/HB=HOME.HOME.HOME.HOME.TJMCNAMARA/SCW=1920/SCH=1080/WLOC=none/WH=21/WL=15/WC=partly_cloudy/SS=NOTRWC/ST=NONE/GB=N/VT=NONE/VV=NONE/VP=NONE/size=relevantoffer/SA=0/random=3208829017/viewid=94947966073/KEYWORD=galleries+tracing+thought+technique+arts+literature+visual+entertainment+artist+work+brilliant+way+flawed+emotion+make+art+virtuoso+impressive+complete+three+shows+technically+excellent+measure+achieve+balance+elements+anita+de+soto
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzherald.co.nz%2Ftj-mcnamara%2Fnews%2Farticle.cfm%3Fa_id%3D311%26objectid%3D10503099&t=The%20galleries%20%3A%20Tracing%20the%20thought%20behind%20the%20technique%20-%20T.J.%20McNamara%20-%20NZ%20Herald%20News&src=sp
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzherald.co.nz%2Ftj-mcnamara%2Fnews%2Farticle.cfm%3Fa_id%3D311%26objectid%3D10503099
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nzherald.co.nz%2Ftj-mcnamara%2Fnews%2Farticle.cfm%3Fa_id%3D311%26objectid%3D10503099
javascript:toggleEmailContainer(true);
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/news/print.cfm?objectid=10503099
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/headlines.cfm?a_id=311
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/politics/news/article.cfm?c_id=280&objectid=10762883
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/politics/news/article.cfm?c_id=280&objectid=10762883
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=2
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/business/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=3
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/sport/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=4
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/rugby-world-cup-2011/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=522
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/technology/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=5
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/entertainment/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1501119
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=6
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/travel/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=7
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/opinion/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=466
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/motoring/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=9
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-changing-world/news/headlines.cfm?c_id=1502962&ref=masthead
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12
http://www.nzherald.co.nz/auckland/weather/index.cfm?c_id=10&mapid=3&placeid=12



The galleries : Tracing the thought behind the technique - T.J. McNamara - NZ Herald News

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/tj-mcnamara/news/article.cfm?a_id=311&objectid=10503099[31/10/2011 12:15:36 p.m.]

Weather

Auckland Auckland
Weather news

Today
Partly Cloudy

21° 15°

Tue 1
Rain

19° 15°

Wed 2
Few Showers

20° 11°

Entertainment headlines
Twilight sex scenes too racy for censor

JK Rowling wanted Ron Weasley dead

Stuntman dies in Expendables 2 set explosion

Henry Cavill beefs up for Superman reboot

Concert Review: Meat Loaf, Vector Arena

Staff get chop as sorry actress cleans up image

VIDEO  The making of a Zombie Holocaust

Book lover: Tasmina Perry

Helen Humphreys: A love affair with the past

[ALBUM STREAM] Gin Wigmore, Gravel & Wine
VIDEO

More Entertainment headlines

Elmo still tickles 21st century kids

More Top Stories

The draughtsmanship is flawless but what is the thought behind it?
Does the dog aspire to sainthood? Is the desire for martyrdom a black
dog that haunts our mind? There is an emotional surge in the rising
force of the painting and yet the ideas are oddly yoked together,
puzzling without being truly mysterious.

Much more convincing are the male and female figures of Holy Smoke I
and II. Here the smooth, young muscular bodies do not have the little
irregularities of realism but are idealised representations of the human
body. We feel the pangs of love as the woman clutches a wound in her
side and the man has his palm pierced with a stem of a rose.

This power does not extend to the little paintings of naked children.
These have a certain charm and range from Limbo which shows the
spirit of a dead, unbaptised child flying free, to the coy naughtiness of
a picture of a piddling child called Holy Water. Here the technique does
not support an idea of any force. The power returns in a smaller
painting called The Allegory of Error where, in the glass case of
memory, a severed head of someone who strayed is held by the lilac
glove of romance in a reversal of the Salome situation.

It all adds to a striking exhibition, where the technique is startling but
sometimes the ideas run thin.

There is a technical brilliance of a different kind in the work of Gregory
Bennett whose exhibition Blacknoise is at the Vavasour Godkin Gallery
until April 26. His expertise is choreographing computer-generated
figures into patterns of movement and recording them on DVD. In a
further step, he makes large digital prints from moments in the
computer-generated patterns.

The DVD called Blacknoise is at the heart of this show. Sequences of
animated movement of masses of his android figures move diagonally
across the screen. The naked figures can form a dense ring that will
suddenly grow and expand into a shape like a sea anemone and then
just as quickly fold in on themselves. Each sequence is like an
extraordinary, impossible ballet in formations that could only be
achieved electronically.

The big prints that make up the rest of the show are really a
commentary on the moving images but they too are amazingly
complex. In Blacknoise

1 the acrobatic figures cluster while in Blacknoise
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2 they spread in an even but immensely intricate pattern across the
large print.

In its own brilliant way this exhibition is flawless. Only one solitary
figure, on a small quartet of DVD players, is awkwardly articulated as it
shades its eyes. The general feeling of this work is cold and inhuman.
As an exhibition, it is unmissable but also unlikeable.

A similar sense of unquiet is part of the huge, vividly coloured
photographs that make up Toy-Land, a show by the veteran
photographer Ans Westra at FhE Gallery until May 7. These very large
prints have all the technical brilliance of display art but by enlarging
these tiny emblems, supposedly typical of New Zealand, all sorts of
irony and tension is uncovered.

A cheerful chicken advertising jandals is inoffensive but the layers of
reference in The Sheep are much more uncomfortable. The grinning
marketing mascot has a woven headband, a piu piu, and the animal is
wearing a fake greenstone tiki around its neck. The image is saved from
complete insensitivity by the looming dark presence of a true ancestral
spirit behind.

Westra intends a horrid irony but achieves something that could easily
be read as brightly humorous.
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